Surin became a researcher and then a lecturer at Thammasat University from 1977 until 1983 and then from1984 until 1986 . In 1983 -1984 Surin was in Washington, USA after the American Political Science Association (APSA) offered him the congressional fellowship. While he was the fellow of APSA, he taught Southeast Asian Affairs at the American University in Washington D.C. He returned to Thailand and resumed his teaching position at Thammasat University in [1984] [1985] [1986] . His last position at the university was The Vice Rector for the Academic Affairs in [1985] [1986] Surin did not remain as an academician at that university after he ventured into Thai political arena. He joined the Thai political party, Democrat, in 1986 and became the member of Parliament representing his native province Nakhon Si Thammarat for the Democrat Party. In the same year he was appointed the secretary to the speaker of Thai Parliament. His experiences in the foreign affairs and the Asean General-Secretary made him known for his ideas and his contributions to Thai and Asean communities. After his tenure ended as the Asean Secretary-General, his Democrat Party was again defeated by Thai Rak Thai Party led by Yingluck Sinawatra, the sister of Takhsin, and she became the Thai Prime Minister for few years before the Thai Military seized the power from her party and she escaped from Thailand to join her brother living outside Thailand.
Surin remained with the Democrat Party that promoted him in the Thai politics and government as the Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs when his party became the ruling party in Thailand for many years. As a politician, when his party lost the ruling power to another political party in Thailand, his public post in the government also disappeared. Political parties play different roles when they become the ruling parties and when they become the opposition parties. This political rule is applied to many democratic countries like Thailand. Surin was up when his political party was up and when his political party was down he was down too.
Even though his political career was down in Thailand, Surin was active in expressing his ideas on human rights, human security, human labor and justice for all communities and individuals. The organizers of the internationals seminars, conferences, discourses or dialogues often invited him to speak in such gatherings. Surin died in Bangkok on November 30, 2017 at a hospital in Bangkok and his remain was buried in his native province. He left behind his wife, Alisa and three children, Fricli Pitsuwan, Muhammad Fuake Pitsuwan and Hussani Pitsuwan. His death was due to the serious heart attacks when he was at his home in Bangkok preparing to attend the Halal Seminar at BITEC (Bangkok International Trade and Exhibition Centre) in Bang Na, Bangkok as the invited guest speaker.
As a Muslim man who lived and died in his religion Islam, Surin was one of the great Thai Malay Muslims who contributed to human beings in general and to the Asean communities in particular in many capacities as remembered by Prof. Murad and Rueben Dudley as cited above. May Allah, the God for all Muslims, place Surin Pitsuwan among His good, religious, obedient and dedicated servants. 
